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WE PRAY FOR PEACE! 


And still we pray for peace! 

That woeful war may cease— 
That bands of bombing plane 

Which play a direful dirge, 
That science, false, insane, 

That hate with awful surge, 
That rattling gatling gun 

The imps of bell can drum, 
That fifing bursting shell, 

That lulling poisonous gas— 
No more shall foully fell 

Our splendid youth en masse. 


But do we pray aright— 

Help to blot out the blight 
That kills our children’s lives? 

Repentant, God forgives. 
Pray we for peace within 

The soul, that blood-cleansed men, 
Freed from the curse of sin. 

May have that peace. Amen! 
That lasting joyous peace 

Which Christ alone can give— 
To misery surcease, 

Finis to war—we live! 


—Paul A. Kunkel. 


U.S. Population 156,405,000 

The Census Bureau said Wednesday, May 
14, 1952, that the population of the U.S.A. 
had climbed to estimated 156,405,000 persons 
by April 1; a margin of 2,706,000 over last 
year. 
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HURCGH WORK I ChE CITY 


How to Meet the Seven Basic Problems 


FREDERICK A. SHIPPEY. What are the problems — and the opportunt- 
ties of the city church? How can it minister most effectively to its people 
and its community ? 


With these and other equally pertinent questions this timely, practical 
book deals forthrightly and constructively. Discerning and realistic, it is 
the result of a scientific study of Protestant church work in 150 United 
States cities. In nontechnical, readable language it explores the seven 
basic problems of urban church work — and provides tested principles 
and techniques for solving them. For everyone concerned with the work 
of the Protestant church in the city — an illuminating, challenging, and 
usable book. ILLUSTRATED WITH MAPS, CHARTS, AND GRAPHS. $4.50 


| Making Prayer Real 


A Guidebook to Higher Levels 


LYNN J. RADCLIFFE. In this book, Dr. Radcliffe is putting up signposts 
along a well-traveled road. He plainly marks out the route followed by 
millions of Christians in seeking a deeper experience in prayer than mere 
repetition of words. While MAKING PRAYER REAL offers no easy 
methods or secret short cuts to a fuller prayer life, it does provide help 
for all who want to pray more effectively, to be helped by prayer, to help 
others by prayer, and actually to feel God’s Presence. ~ $3 


The Mighty Saviour 


The Hope that Is Ours Through Faith in Christ 


ARTHUR J. MOORE. The impassioned pleading of a preacher who seeks 
to ‘do the work of an evangelist.’ These ten sermons by Bishop Moore 
are messages to bring salvation, to strengthen the faith, to brighten the 
hope of man with the familiar truths of the old, old story. Probing the 
heart, calling for a verdict, they provide comfort and inspiration — to 
make all Christians more confident of their faith and more assured in 
recommending it to others. 


“The sermons here presented are positive proof that he is a great 
evangelistic preacher.” —Christian Century. $2 


The Upward Call 


The ae A Daily Devotional Study of Philippians for Youth 


‘ Upward HENRY DAVID GRAY. These twelve weeks of daily devotions, written 
5 “ {| ' expressly for high-school and college youth, show that Paul’s letter to the 

Cal Christians at ancient Philippi is as applicable and valuable today as when 
it was written. Each weekly group of devotions consists of a reading from 
Philippians (the same passage to be used for an entire week) and, for 
each day, a related reading from another book of the New Testament, a 
brief meditation, and a closing prayer in free verse. - $1.25 


At Your Bookstore Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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Like peas in a pod! 


Maybe you’ve heard comments like: “Last shipment, our 
candles smoked.” . . . or ““SSome burn faster than others,” 


etc. The person you heard was not an Emkay customer. 


Emkay guarantees its candle quality. So to measure up, every 
candle must pass inspection at every step in Emkay’s 
modern production process. Everything from wick to wax 
must be exactly right all the time. That’s why your Emkay 
Candles are so uniform in quality ... why each candle burns 


so long, so evenly, so cleanly— 


As perfect a symbol as a candle can be. 


A Division of ~ 


MUENCH-KREUZER 
CANDLE CO., Inc. - 
SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. Service Set 


New York Chicago 
New Orleans 
Los Angeles San Francisco 


aefe 
ty 


Flame tested Church Candles for Every Need 
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Che Life and 
Ceachings of Jesus 


FRANCIS JAMES MALZARD 


Tot often does the EXPOSITOR give you readers a series of articles from the same pen. When 
does, it means a hearty feast has been prepared. The first course of such a feast is presented 


zelow. Eds. 


HE central message of Jesus is in the 
word REPENT. That word really means 
CHANGE YOUR WAY OF LIFE. The 

apostle Paul tells us that God was in Christ 
LECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIM- 
IELF. One of our best known Christmas 
jymns contains the line, ‘God and sinners 
econciled.” 


In one of his recent books, Dr. Leslie 
Wetherhead uses this phrase, ‘Every idea about 
sod is wrong if, when truly understood, it 
‘onflicts essentially with the picture of God 
vhich Jesus Christ gave to the world in His 
vords and in His life.” At the beginning of 
he Old Testament we find man in a semi- 
avage condition. He thinks of God “walking 
n the garden in the cool of the day.” God 
s localized on Mount Sinai surrounded by 
ire and smoke, thunder and lightning. The 
seople were warned not to approach the moun- 
ain lest they be killed. Jesus told us GOD 
S SPIRIT AND THEY THAT WORSHIP 
4IM MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN 
“RUTH. The people so feared God that they 
sked Moses not to let God speak to them 
or fear they would die. Jesus said “When 
pray say ‘Our Father.’”’ In the books of 
amuel and Kings, God is said to love His 
hosen people but to hate all others. The New 
Testament tells us that GOD SO LOVED THE 
WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BE- 
JOTTEN SON. 


Gradually, the idea of righteousness grew 
n the Old Testament. When the Israelites 
vere told to leave Egypt they were told to 
teal everything they could get their hands 
n. (Exodus 3:21-22.) “Ye shall spoil the 
igyptians.”’ But the prophets, a thousand years 
ater, preached strict righteousness. God 
lemanded that His people “do justly, love 
aercy and walk humbly with their God.” 
Jesus went a long way further. Jesus taught 
Matt. 5:39-40) “If a man smite thee on thy 
ight cheek turn to him the other also. . . . if 
e take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak 
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also.”” ‘“Whosoever compels thee to go a mile 
with him, go with him twain.” 

In Jesus, then, we have the full revelation 
of God. From the half savage people who 
“spoiled the Egyptians’ and who butchered 
the Philistines, through the prophets who 
taught righteousness through law, on we go to 
God in man, reconciling man to God and 
teaching that God is love. Such love that He 
gave .. . His only begotten Son. 


If the question were asked of almost any 
Christian, “For what purpose does the Chris- 
tian Church exist?” the answer would be ‘“To 
teach the world about Jesus.’ If a further 
question followed, “Why does the Church 
want to do that?” the answer would be to the 
effect that Jesus is the savior of the world. 
The world will be saved from its misery when 
it accepts the teachings of Jesus as the rule 
and guide of life. All this is well, but you 
cannot follow the teachings of Jesus unless 
you have a clear understanding of His life. If 
you asked a Hindu scholar whether Krishna 
was a myth he would laugh at you. What 
difference would it make?” he would ask. 
“We follow his teachings, it matters not 
whether he ever existed or not.” But Chris- 
tianity is not a system of philosophy. It is a 
way of life. Therefore, it matters supremely 
whether Jesus really existed or not. Jesus came 
to teach humanity what God is like and to 
reconcile man to God. “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself.” To do 
that Jesus was born as a man is born, lived 
as a man lives, and died as a man dies. A man 
who had parents, friends, brothers and sisters; 
a man who knew by personal experience the 
joys and sorrows of human life and who taught 
us how God would react to those experiences. 

One of the worst disservices done to the 
Christian religion is the picture of Him as it 
is often presented. One of the so-called 
“gospel songs’ tells of Jesus living in “Ivory 
Palaces.” To build an ivory palace one would 
have to kill hundreds of elephants and I can’t 
think of God doing that. The same song (it 
is not a hymn) tells of Jesus wearing garments 
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“so wondrous fine.” I can’t find that in the 
Bible. The Jesus of the Buble had not where 
to lay His head and was clothed in a robe 
without a seam, the coarse dress of the Galilean 
peasant. The Bible knows nothing of Jesus 
with a halo about His head. He was a car- 
penter from a little town so insignificant that 
someone asked whether any good ever came 
out of Nazareth. 


Then again we play up the story of His 
birth as an adjunct to Santa Claus. We cele- 
brate His resurrection by getting a new Easter 
bonnet. Then we forget it altogether. 


I propose, therefore, for a few issues of 
The Expositor, to make a study of Jesus, of 
His life, of His manner of life, of His teach- 
ings by word and by deed. He came preach- 
ing “The time is come, repent and believe the 
gospel.” 

My text for this first meditation will be 
Galatians 4:4. ‘When the fulness of time was 
come, God sent His Son.’’ God sent Jesus into 
the world at the proper time. To understand 
that statement we must look at the ages that 
came before. In the Old Testament we have 
the Jewish background. Read the book of 
Judges and you find a semi-savage people 
invading Palestine. The cruel and dishonest 
practices of which they were guilty make one 
shudder. The atrocities perpetrated by the 
Israelites and recorded in the Books of the 
Kings, the bloody wars and the shameful 
sexual excesses make it impossible to use a 
good deal of the material in public reading. 
Then we have the prophetic age. Remem- 
ber, prophets were not fortune _ tellers. 
Prophecy is not history written in advance. 
Prophecy is. PREACHING. Occasionally a 
prophet did tell the people of something that 
would happen to them if they pursued a cer- 
tain course. But the Hebrew prophets were 
great preachers of religious morality. The 
thundering denunciations of Amos followed by 
the winsome appeals for repentance spoken by 
Hosea. The majestic poetry of Isaiah and 
Zechariah. The persistent faith that God 
would reveal Himself when the proper time 
came, all this prepared the Jewish world for 
the coming of a Messiah. The hymnody of 
the Psalms and the worldly wisdom of the 
Proverbs, plus the fierce nationalism of such 


phrases as “I will stir up thy sons, O Zion, : 


against thy sons, O Greece.’’ Now, all this is 
gone. Rome has conquered the world. An 
Idumean puppet is on the throne in Jerusalem. 
Worldly Sadducees in the priesthood have 
charge of the Temple services and they them- 
selves are hirelings of Herod. 
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A remnant remained. That was Isaiah's 
phrase . . . the remnant. Examples of this 
are the carpenter and his wife in Nazareth. 
How their home life was reflected in the 
stories Jesus and others told. A woman mak- 
ing bread and baking it in an oven heated by 
the grass of the field. A woman sweeping out 
the house to -find a lost coin. Children play- 
ing and squabbling in the market place. A 
prospective mother visiting her cousin in the 
hill country. A farmer hiring help to harvest 
his crop. An old man in the Temple court 
“waiting for the consolation of Israel.” An 
old lady, many years a widow, spending her 
time in the sanctuary. Simple folk who had 
not bowed the knee to the power of Rome or 
kissed the feet of the grafting priests. 

Outside the Jewish race we have another 
background for the coming of ‘a Savior. Match- 
ing the prophetic message of Israel we have the 
learning of the sages of Greece. This, too, 
had gone, crushed by the militarism of the 
Roman conqueror. Sages from the East were 
watching for a star. We don’t know much 
about those men but it is obvious they were not 
kings, as the story books make them, but 
students. Just as Simeon was looking for the 
consolation. of Israel, so were these students 
looking for someone, they didn’t understand 
who, that would save the world from the 
slough of despond into which it had fallen. 

When the fullness of time was come... 
God sent His Son. The two backgrounds met. 
Rome issued a call for a census. A man named 
Quirinius was in-charge. The carpenter of 
Nazareth had to be counted, not in his resi- 
dence but in the city of his forefathers. So to 
Bethlehem they went. Some shepherds watching 
their flocks received a message. The innkeeper 
of Bethlehem was too busy with the visitors 
who wanted to claim the city of David as 
their home and had no time to think. about a 
coming Messiah. From outside Judaism the 
sages came following the star. But Herod, the 
Roman puppet, did not understand. The 
people of Jerusalem were ‘‘troubled.” ; 

The new day had dawned: But the world 
did not know it. It was thirty years before 
any manifestation was made. This is important. 
Jesus was born as a man and, as a man, He 
had to grow and develop. It was during those 
thirty years He learned what life was. He saw 
children playing and He played with them. He 
knew the problems of home life because He 
lived through them in His parents’ home. 

No longer is God a far-away being. Ne 
longer does He appear attended by the sera- 


phim. God was in Christ reconciling man unte 
Himself. — 
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“COMMUNISM” 


ENSWORTH REISNER 


JV HE ancient Greeks had a mythological 
story about a great strong hero called 
Achilles, who was made impervious to 

rounds by the gods. The only exception was 

iat portion of his body just above the heel. 

’f course, that is where his enemy's sword 

nally found him. Ever since that time we 

all that part of our anatomy the Achilles 
sndon, as if to remind us that a man is no 
tonger than his weak spot. The weak spot 

1 time of danger must be more carefully 

uatded than all the rest. Americans have 

uch a weak spot. It is the Achilles tendon 

1 their national character, and the Communists 

re seeking every means of destroying us at 

mat weak spot. All our strength and good- 
ess will avail us nothing if our national unity 

» severed at that one spot. 


What is that weak spot? It is a growing 
sndency to be a house divided. It is the 
atural, though immature, feeling to regard 
verything in terms of a fight,—of the good 
owboy against the bad desperado,—of the 
int against the sinner,—of the hero against 
re villain.—of the true religions against the 
alse,—of our noble ‘boys against the big 
ruisers on the other side,—of the godly 
gainst the ungodly. And, of course, like any 
evotee of a western movie, we, in our own 
nagination, always consider ourselves to be 
n the side of the righteous as opposed to the 
nrighteous. ; 


The corollary of this childish approach to 
fe is to consider everything that is ours—our 
am, our nation, our church, our idea, our 
usiness practices, our political party, as right, 
ad all others wrong. This is exactly what the 
cribes did, who came down from Jerusalem 
y listen to Jesus when He was preaching in 
alilee. Because the Master differed from 
.eir established ideas they said He was 
ossessed by Beelzebub, the prince of demons. 
hey considered all that they did as righteous, 
erefore, it followed in their thinking that 
at inasmuch as the Master differed, He was 
nrighteous. Jesus went right to the heart of 
.e matter and said, “If a house 1s divided 
sainst itself it cannot stand.” Life is not a 
rst Mehodist Church 
ilwaukee, Wisconsin 
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constant fight against life. If it were, even 
Satan, could not stand. 

That supervisor who causes you so much 
trouble at work is not completely bad and 
you're not completely good. The Russians 
are not completely bad nor the Americans 
completely good. Truman is not completely 
bad, nor is Eisenhower completely good. 
Atcheson is not completely wrong and Mc- 
Carthy completely right. The waves of the 
ocean do not batter aganist each other. They 
flow together. A marriage is not a civil war 
of male against female. Even though there 
is conflict, it is for the mutual advantage of 
both. No, life is not a division. It is a unit. 
It is not a clashing, though there may be an 
occasional dissonance. ‘“‘A house divided can- 
not stand.” 

Why should we take so much time to 
reiterate this fact, which should be obviously 
true to all of us. One reason is that we are 
in a great political campaign in which one of 
the major issues is Communism, here and 
abroad. Americans are in danger of falling 
prey to Communism in their very effort to 
overcome it. The greatest secret of Commun- 
ism lies in its ability to exploit humanity’s 
immaturity. Thus it may exploit our immature 
love of a fight. 

This characteristic of Communism is the 
foundation of its most popular appeal. Com- 
munism, itself, likewise says that life is an 


. eternal conflict, a fight, a warfare, so it appeals 


to the immature mind as an enticing enemy 
or an intriguing friend. If Communism cannot 
force you to become an abject slave it seeks to 
force you to become an enemy. In either case, 
Communism is satisfied. That is why I say that 
if we in America permit ourselves the: childish 
luxury of seeing life as divided, instead of 
unified, we will be doing exactly the same 
thing as the Communists and although we are 
their apparent enemies, we will, in effect, have 
become their actual victim. Life is not a 
division or it could not stand. “A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.” Life is 
not a war. It is a brotherhood. 

If we are to understand Communism, we 
should see that it is a kind of religion. It has 
its dogmas which are as carefully built up as 
the dogmas of any church. Its god is an 
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abstract idea called dialectical materialism. Its 
prophets are Marx, and Lenin. Its interpreter 
and high priest is Stalin. Its scriptures are 
“Das Capital.” Its practice, discipline and 
worship are directed by the comintern in little 
“cells” and groups. But its basic idea is the 
division of things. The basic idea of Chris- 
tianity is the unity of things. “A house divided 
against itself cannot stand.” 


Now what is this basic idea which is 
described as dialectical materialsm which we 
have referred to as the god of Communism? 
Unless we understand the sharp contrast be- 
tween Christianity and Communism it is diffi- 
cult effectively to oppose Communism. 


Dialectical materialism says that all life 
down through history has been a war. First 
a war between master.and slave until eventually 
the slave forced his way to freedom and be- 
came a serf opposing the medieval overlord. 
Then the serf fighting his way, became the 
bourgeois or capitalist. But the fight kept on 
for the capitalist, created a proletariat or 
worker’s group. Now they are fighting the 
capitalists. It is always divide, divide, divide, 
and the Communists seeing this process of 
history, say that the only possible way for the 
universe to continue is a process of dividing, 


fighting and eternal warfare, until the whole ~ 


world becomes Communist. 


Since life is a warfare of survival, any means 
are. justified in this war, any morality proper 
which will continue the law of divide—the 
dialectic. Whatever will make the opponent 
of Communism more viciously opposed to 
Communism, this helps Communism. Their 
idea is that the closer we come to warfare and 


violence and complete division, the more Com- . 


munism will succeed. It is because their dogma 
demands it that Communists try to make their 
opponents as evil and as violent and as wrong 
as they themselves are. They too, are “a house 
divided against itself.’” Eventually if Christian 
belief is right, such a house cannot stand and 
when it falls it will pull with it all who dwell 
in its belief. This is why many former nazis 
are now avid Communists. 


How then is it possible to dispose of this 
strangely enticing dish of Communism which 
is being so loudly touted in our present poli- 
tical barbeque? First of all, by understanding 
its demoniac allure. And second, by realizing 
that we will not overcome it by childish opposi- 
tion to it. And third, by realizing that the 


Page 332 


change 


only real answer to Communism and_ its 
destructiveness is by a growth in real chris- 
tianity and its creativeness. The answer to Com- 
munism in the State Department is a change 
from an irreligious disinterest to a profound 
conviction that Christian belief must formulate 
all of our foreign policy and must be upper- 
most in the minds of the people who work 
for the State Department. Nothing less will 
answer the problem of the question of Com- 
munist influence in the State Department. 


Some years ago I met Nathan Witt, then 
the head of the National Labor Relations 
Board, and one of the most influential Com- 
munist party figures in the government. We 
have a project designed to mitigate labor con- 
flicts through the intercession of local religious 
leaders and so eliminate some of the labor 
warfare in American life, in the name of 
Christian brotherhood. But the body blow of 
essential blocking came not from Nathan Witt 
alone, but from innumerable others who were, 
I am sure, not Communists, but neither were 
they Christians. They believed that labor and 
capital would always have to fight, that the 
economic house really was divided against 
itself. 


Whittaker Chambers has made the statement 
that Communism will, in the end, be defeated 
only by former Communists, those who 
know the true evil character of Communism, 
and who clearly understand its power yet have 
so completely changed from its negative, divi- 
sive belief into a firm Christian belief in the 
positive unity of life. Speaking about his 
fervent desire to give his former Commu- 
nist associates every opportunity to repent, 
and unite with the rest of us, 
and yet carry through his witness against Com- 
munism, Whittaker Chambers has written this, 
“I would suggest too that the source of what 
at last made it possible for me to bear witness 
against Communism as a power of evil, lay 
close to the source of what made it necessary 
for me to bear witness of mercy for the Com- 
munists as men. I do not know why, but I 
sense that the witness of mercy will unlock the 
possibility of a cycle of redemption, and that 
any other locks upon men the old coils of 
hatred multiplying new evil.” Life is either a 
division, immature, vicious, fighting, full of 
hatred, or else it is unity, loving, redeeming 
and merciful. That is the religious answer to. 
the political issue of Communism. ‘A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.” ‘ ; 
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Modern Idols 


E LIVE in a materialistic age which 

has created its own extraordinary pan- 

theon of gods and goddesses. There are 
many things which we take for granted as 
harmless which are really objects of man’s 
adoration and worship. The ancient saint and 
modern pagan have this in common: they are 
soth mystics. The difference between them is 
-he saint is mystical about mysteries and reason- 
able about facts; the modern pagan is ignor- 
ant about mysteries and mystical about facts. 
He is mystical about Speed, Romance, Omni- 
Science, Sports, Progress, Glamour, The 
Regular Guy, The Racing Form, and other 
gods of this culture. Being ignorant of 
mysteries, the pagan has endowed the matters 
which should be accepted without special 
reverence, with a curious and fanciful holi- 
ness. 

It is certain that there can be no real restora- 
tion of Christian Faith until Christians under- 
stand these spurious mysticisms of our time, 
to which, in many cases, Christians themselves 
are addicted. 

One of the idols of America is Bigness. 
Nature will tolerate Bigness for just so long. 
Many centuries before this, the heavy tread 
of mammoths and leviathans had been heard 
on this planet. After their passing came 
silence. Silence unless one listened closely for 
the scratching of tiny creatures. These tiny 
things of wisdom watched the giants black and 
bloody against the sky strong in the glory of 
battle. Later, they had feasted at the requiem, 
these tiny things and had grown strong. The 
atom bomb is very small. New York, London 
or Moscow will make fine targets, but never 
Nazareth. Nazareth is too small to bother with. 
Nazareth will survive—Redeemer Record, St. 
Paul, Minn. (From a book by Ed Willock.) 


Rear Wheels 

VISITOR from another state was driv- 
A ing with a horse and buggy through 
; the State of Maine. He stopped a native 
farmer and asked him how much longer the 
hill was up which he was driving. 
“TI have been going up this hill for two 
hours. Isn’t there any end to it?” “Hill?” 
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the farmer replied. ‘There isn’t any hill. 
You've lost your hind wheels.” 

The difficulty was not with the contour of 
the outer world. The external world around 
him. It was due to a breakdown of the inner 
structure. Most of our difficulties today are 
within ourselves. We must rebuild our own 
souls before we attempt to build the world. 
All victories are won within the soul before 
they are achieved in the world outside. 


We once watched a man try to saw through 
a pine board. The process was halted by the 
binding of the saw. Demonstrating a fit of | 
temper, the carpenter jerked out the saw, 
called it a name and threw it across the yard. 
The saw was in poor condition, but it was not 
the fault of the tool. It was the fault of the 
man. He neglected to keep it sharp. His task 
was hindered because he was careless, 


If you keep your head, you will keep your 
hind wheels. 

When you think, your saw will be sharp. 

The tool and the task—and the craftsman 
—are related. - 

The stars will fight against us when we 
fight against the stars. 


Wherever you go you will find yourself. 
Emerson said when he went to Naples: “Who 
should I find but Emerson.” 

The reason why things go wrong may be 
because we are wrong.; 


—Richard Braunstein 


Let the Face of God Shine Through 


The world stands out on either side 
No wider than the heart is wide; 
Above the world is stretched the sky,— 
No higher than the soul_is high. 

The heart can push the sea and land 
Farther away on either hand; 

The soul can split the sky in two, 

And let the face of God shine through. 
But East and West will pinch the heart 
That can not keep them pushed apart; 
And he whose soul is flat — the sky 
Will cave in on him by and by. 


—Edna St. Vincent vee 
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Valuable Insurance 

Your Church is no doubt insured against 
damage by fire and storm. It should carry a 
personal liability policy to be on the safe side. 
But is it insured against having to pay two 
salaries, should its minister become incapaci- 
tated? In such an event it would have to pay 
its minister’s salary plus the salary of its 
“supply” minister. 

You are carrying accident and sickness insur- 
ance to serve you in times of need. For 
exactly the same reason your Church should 
carry protective insurance against your incapaci- 
tation. A serious business risk involved, but 
it can be cared for. The smaller the Church, 
the greater the risk, for the operating budgets 
of smaller Churches are not set up to carry 
two salaries at the same time. Such a con- 
tingency might well bring disaster upon a 
Church or its pastor, or both, as it has more 
than once. 

The Ministers Life and Casualty Union, 
Minneapolis 4, Minn., will be glad to give 
you full details of this valuable protection for 
your congregation. Ask them for it. 


Trout To Do Their Bit 
For Cause of Education 

Trout to help build a college, according to 
a report from Traverse City, Michigan, Sept. 
16, 1952, when Gerald Oleson announced 
that although the regular trout season was 
closed earlier in the week, he would open his 
trout farms to any trout fisherman, from Thurs- 
day until the end of the month,—fishermen 
to pay 10 cents an inch for any they catch, 
with payments to be added to the building 
fund of Northwestern Michigan College. Mr. 
Oleson forecasts enough of his big brook trout 
will be taken to raise $5,000. 


The Newcomers’ Club 

Has your church a “Newcomers’ Club” 
sponsored by both men and women of the 
congregation? Has your local church federa- 
tion sponsored effort to greet, call on, and 
offer assistance to newcomers in the commu- 
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nity? If inspiration is needed to support the 
idea of fellowship, neighborliness, and brother- 
hood as a basis for Christian living get Bern- 
ard Judd’s biography of Archdeacon R. B. S. 
Hammond, called “HE THAT DOETH!” 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott). Because he 
believed in doing the Word, and got things 
done, Bob Hammond was one of Australia’s 
greatest citizens and best known Christians, 
a member of the Angelican church, but he 
belonged to all churches. His favorite text 
was ‘Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but he that doeth the will of My Father 
which is in Heaven.’ 


During the 25 years he was vicar of St. Barnabas _ 
in George Street, many took heart from the mes- 
sage he set up at the entrance,—'‘Failure is not 
final!’ During a seamen’s strike he listened to one 
speaker after another, addressing the strikers, and 
then asked if he might say something. “What 
about?”’ they demanded. “About a man who went 
on a strike because the wages were too high,” and, 
they agreed to hear him. Standing on an upturned” 
packing-case on the wharf, Bob Hammond delivered 
a hard-hitting talk on “The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is Eternal Life.’ To learn and 
understand the difficulties of finding and holding 
a job in the laborers realm, he~grew a beard, 
dressed in working togs and spent three months in 
Tasmania. Hammond’s Hotels were one of his prac-— 
tical provisions for men during the depression. His 
greatest single achievement was the foundation of 
Hammondville, which enabled families from 
crowded areas in the city to move into the country 
and have their own homes. About drinking he said: | 
“Alcohol promises you heaven and gives you hell.” 


Bob Hammond was said to be somewhat impati- 
ent and indeed distrustful of committees. He said 
that “if Noah had had a committee he would never 
have built the Ark.” Like all great souls, he suf- 
fered a great deal from carping criticism of little 
men; a busy man, he suffered at the hands of time- 
wasters, who wanted a “quiet half hour with him.” 
These were seated near a sign which read: “If you 
have an hour to spare don’t spend it with someone 
who. hasn't!” % 

Like all DOERS, he had difficulty with organiza- 
tions and committees and groups who sought to — 
“fit him into a mould.” C. Irving Benson, concludes 
his review of Judd’s biography of Bob Hammond 
(Melbourne Herald) with these words: “He was 
loved by the people he served and was well known | 
to the angels before he went to Heaven.” 4 
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livestock Enroute to 
iokyo School Gift From 
J. S. Farmers 


A Protestant Church leader, a dairyman in 

tivate life, visited International Christian 
imiversity near Tokyo last year, and looked 
ver its little herd of Holstein cattle. Ernest 
mreenough, Mercedes, California, decided the 
ollege needed some Jerseys also. He came 
ome and started doing something about it. 
’n September 11, 1952, a report was flashed 
rom San Francisco by the Associated Press 
iat “‘the freighter President Pierce is on its 
ay to Japan with 21 head of prime cattle, 
xostly Jerseys; also 6 hogs and 7 sheep. Also 
ooard was Mr. Greenough. The cattle are 
ifts from California farmers; the hogs and 
neep from Jowa farmers, under the leader- 
up of Dr. Benjamin Bobbitt, pastor of 
entral Christian Church, Des Moines. 


Mr. Greenough said “the cargo is a way 
f proving that brotherhood of man is more 
lan mere words under the democratic way 


f life.” 


Glass Balloon” Concrete, 
‘laster Mixes Perfected 


Armour Research Foundation of the Illinios 
istitute of Technology reports from Chicago, 
ept. 19, 1952, ‘‘a new building material mak- 
1g em lower construction costs and 
roviding increased strength with reduced 
eight. 
The material is described as “a fine grain, light- 
eight aggregate consisting of tiny glass balloons, 
yout the size of grains of sand, made by blowing 
> individual grains of clay in a special furnace, 
-ocess under development for four years,’ accord- 
g to John Neff, Assistant Chairman of the Ceram- 
s and Minerals Research Department of the Arm- 
ir Foundation, and continues that “concrete mixes 
ing the new material in place of sand and other 
gregates are very fluid, even though water content 
low. The fluidity means that for the first time 
building history, contractors can fill forms with 
ncrete pumped through rubber hoses, lowering 
nstruction costs through the virtual replacement 
shovels and awkward metal hose now used. 
yncrete, mortar, and plaster made with the mate- 
11 have proved to be strong and light, with good 
sulating qualities.” 
“The high strength of plaster made with the 
gregate will allow thinner coatings of plaster on 
ils than are now used. Plaster board, too, can 
made thinner and lighter while retaining ade- 
ate strength.” 


Pastors and committees contemplating build- 
g, rebuilding or repairs should inquire at 


cal dealers of building materials about this 


w product, before setting up plans and 
idgets. 
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New Money Order Service 
At Savings Bank 

It may be that the new Money Order Service 
announced by the Erie County Savings Bank, 
Buffalo, N. Y., will be available in your local 
banks. The money orders may be obtained 
by anyone by simply going to a money-order 
window in the Erie County Savings Bank. It 
is “not necessary to fill out an application or 
requisition; the money-order with the dollar. 
amount imprinted by a check-writing device 
permits the purchaser to fill in the name of 
the payee and his own name; it is then ready 
to be used as a check. The stub attached, to 
be retained by the person buying the money 
order, is a receipt. The charge by the Erie Co. 
Savings Bank is announced as 10 cents for 
the money order in any amount, up to $250. 
The new service is made possible by establish- 
ing an electronic punch card accounting system, 
which automatically sorts the checks upon their 
return. The service is available to depositors 
and non-depositors. Inquire about the. service 
at your local bank. 


“Fishing-Season” in the Church 
Always in Order 

“Charlie Butler never lets me forget that 
we are out of fish,’ writes Dr. C. Irving 
Benson, Melbourne, Australia, “and that it’s 
a disgrace to go home with an empty basket.” 

Charlie Butler, described as one of the best- 
loved identities of Queenscliff, with simple, 
transparent goodness, in teaching others how 
to fish, unconsciously teaches them much about 
the art of /iving and doimg. “I can bring you 
out, but I can’t put the fish on your hook,” 
he says, and then “taught me how to hold my 
line sensitively, to know the difference between 
the bite of a Whitling trout or leather-jacket, 
and the right pull to hook different fish.” 

“He often reminds me of the minister who 
was asked if he was getting conversions in 
his church, answered apologetically, “Well, not 
exactly, but we are influencing some people.’ 
What would you say to the fisherman bringing 
his boat in, who when asked how much fish 
he had caught replied, ‘I didn’t catch any but 
I’ve influenced some.’ ”’ Fishers of men, How’s 
the fishing? 


The Holy Spirit Needed 
By Every Believer 

The coming of the Holy Spirit into our 
individual lives means the power of God in 
immediate contact with our own lives. God 
was no longer remote to the group gathered in 
the Upper Room; Christ was no longer an 
external fact, but an indwelling presence. He 
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nad told His followers that it was best that 
He return to the Father, so the Holy Spirit 
could come to help them carry out the work of 
making known the fact of salvation for any 
who would hear and believe. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit wakes us up, 
releases our powers, and quickens our desire to 
spread the good news. Because the Holy Spirit 
makes faith real and vital, it is natural to 
translate that faith into action. If you need 
assurance of this, Stuart R. Oglesby’s volume, 
“YOU and THE HOLY SPIRIT’, available 
at your book store, library, or from Knox Pub. 
House, Richmond, Va., at $1.50, will build 
faith and determination within you. You will 
read this volume repeatedly, if you are con- 
vinced, as were the ‘disciples in the Upper 
Room, that the assignment you accepted is too 
big for a human. That realization opens the 
way for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 


Universal Bible Sunday 
December 14, 1952 

The theme for Worldwide Bible Reading 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas is “The Word 
of Life!” Bible-reading is something that 
must be learned by many who profess to be 
followers of Jesus Christ. If you have not 
received advance material and poster from the 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., New 
York 22, N. Y., a postal card addressed to 
them will receive prompt attention. 


The Dream of the Hungry Man 

The article by the Rev. Frank W. Boreham 
on the subject, “The Dream of the Hungry 
Man”, appears on page 260, December, ‘1928, 
issue, volume 30. 


When Should We Be Thankful? 
ALWAYS! It is easier to centralize our 
thanksgiving in one season of the year, but we 
need to be conscious of the reality that God's 
blessings are not limited to one season of the 
year. They are new every minute, every hour, 
every day; they are endless, and constant,—IF 
we are able to comprehend our own limitations, 
when we are not aware of God’s love and 
constant blessings. It is well enough to empha- 
size our gratitude for God’s love at one season 
of the year, when surrounded with His gifts 
of food fresh from the harvest. This will be 
especially so this year, when we are continu- 
ally reminded of the millions and millions of 
humans over the face of the earth who lack 
these blessings, to a degree incomprehensible 
to us, so greatly blessed. Instead of dwelling 
upon our good fortune, let us determine this 
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year of our Lord, 1952, to translate our grati- 
tude into deeds. 

In Justice William O. Douglas’ volume, 
“Beyond the High Himalayas’, published by 
Doubleday, we are told how Christians can 
translate their endless blessings into deeds, by 
teaching the peoples of many nations how to 
make and use equipment for raising food to 
sustain their bodies; how to prepare the soil, 
and how to harvest what is sown and trans- 
lated into food. Every congregation in the 
USA, any and all churches, can afford to have 
a hand in such a program, sponsored by per- 
sons who understand the habits, languages, and 
needs of specific pedples, rather than govern- 
ment agencies. There are many persons in the 
membership of our churches fully able to 
activate such plans, and there are men like 
former Senator Judd from Minnesota; George 
Sokolsky, Frank Laubach, whose knowledge of 
these areas and the needs of the people is 
available at anytime it is sought. Let us DO 
Thanksgiving this year in the Name of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ! 


That Boy 

This sermon on the text, “A wise son 
maketh a glad father.” Prov. 10:1, was written” 
by the Rev. David G. Jaxheimer, for a 
‘Father and Son” gathering, later printed in 
The Expositor. 


Speaking In Public 

There are still a limited number of “Speak-' 
ing in Public” by Arthur Stevens Phelps, form- 
erly of Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, avail- 
able at the old price, $2. 


Ss 


Dedication Service 

For Memorials 
“The Memory of the Just is Blessed’ 
Prelude—‘Andante Cantabile’ — Tschai- 

howski % 
Doxology— 
Invocation— ' ~ 
The Lord’s Prayer (In Unison) . q 
Hymn: “For all the Saints Who From Their 


‘labors Rest’’ a 


Scripture Reading—(Pastor) 

Anthem: “Sing Alleluia Forth’—Buck 
Reading of Memorials—(Deacon) 
Prayer of Dedication—(Pastor) 

Hymn: “Wark, Hark, My Soul” 
Addresss (Visiting Pastor) 
Solo: “These are They . . .”—Gaul 
Benediction and Silent Prayer — 
Response by Choir or Quartette 
Postlude: “O Sanctissima”—Lux 
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setters From God 
Why should I wish to see God better than this 
day? 
see something of God each hour of the 
twenty-four, and each moment then; 
n the faces of men and women I see God, and 
in my own face in the glass; 
find letters from God dropped into the street, 
And every one is signed by God’s name.—Walt 
VY hitman 


“Kaffee Klatsches” found Building 
Shurch Groups into Families of 
?Janners and Doers 
Pastors interested in bringing people together 

‘over a cup of coffee’, after a church service, 
xx other convenient hours during the week, 
vill be interested in the 8-p bulletin on 
“After-Servicce KAFFEE KLATSCHES? for 
ringing new unity to U. S. Churches’, released 
>) 
f Selvage & Lee 

1 East 43rd Street 

New York 17, N.Y. 


zs AMBLING! How Wrong Is It? 

Gerhardt Mahler’s 12-page tract on this sub- 
ect may be ordered from Concordia Pub. 
touse, 3558 So. Jefferson, St. Louis 18, Mo., 
LOc, tract No. 168. 


Why Should I Join the Church? 

1. To develop faith and character,—plain 
roodness. ‘“The church is not a gallery for the 
xhibition of eminent Christians but a school 
or imperfect ones.” —Beecher. 

2. To give to the church, as well as to 
eceive from it. The church is not a dormitory 
yr rest camp; it is a place for workers, a front- 
ine trench in the war against evil and sin. 

3. To pay a debt to God and country, state, 
ommunity and home for what each of us have 
eceived through God’s grace and the Holy 
pirit, without which all would lapse into bar- 
arism and press its way to perdition and de- 
truction. 

4. To keep memories of dedications and 
reat aspirations of youth alive,—memories of 
ows that are the glory of youth. 

5. To keep hope alive,—hope that live 
yhen promises are withered and faded; hope 
hat paves the way to a new start; hope that 
ights the path to peace; hope for eternal life; 
ope that permits us to set our sails toward the 
oute shown us by Jesus Christ. 

6. To re-inforce sttong men in the church, 
yho need courage based on the help and pray- 
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ers of all believers; to encourage the weak to 
greater faith, hope and activity; to rebuke the 
rascals in it who need the example and contact 
of believers and doers, “according to His will.” 


7. To demonstrate our readiness to become 
an active partner with Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit to carry out the Will of the Father 
among those who place their faith and trust 
in Him.—Daniel A. Poling. “ 


Beverage Alcohol 


Miami Church Leaders urge the Nation to 
demand of Presidential Candidates their public 
pledge to rid the land of beverage alcohol, and 
issue the following appeal, as of July 20, 1952: 


“Ours is the privilege. Now is the opportunity. 
And, before God, we are under obligation to 
render a-special service to our people and all citizens 
in our beloved Nation. 

“We must insist that all candidates aspiring to 
the highest office of honor and responsibility in 
our Nation, The Presidency, give a clear and definite 
pledge of their position with regard to alcoholic 
beverages. 

“We are in gravest peril if the office of President 
of our Nation is not reserved for a person of ability, 
integrity, sincerity and sobriety. Our Nation is in 
gravest peril if immediate steps are not taken to 
stop the constant encroachments on health, security 
and sanity of beverage alcohol. 

“This letter is written to you, hoping, praying 
and trusting that you will lead every Church and 
Ministerial group in your acquaintance to send tele- 
grams to all Presidential candidates asking them to 
tell publicly where they stand and what remedies 
they propose to rid our land of alcoholic beverages. 
We sugest a copy of telegrams be given to news- 
papers, radio and television stations. 

“Pledging our wholehearted support and seeking 
and praying for yours, we remain, Sincerely yours 
in Christ. 


Pastors everywhere are invited to address 
comments to Rev. Edw. W. Ullrich, 261 N. E. 
23rd St., Miami 37, Fla. The slogan adopted 
for the campaign is 


“If Liquor stays, our Nation Goes— 
If Liquor goes, our Nation stays.” 


Tracts 

Opportunity is everpresent for the distribu- 
tion of TRACTS. Pastors find that laymen 
welcome the privilege of placing tracts in cars 
parked near churches, or in active business 
areas and parking grounds. Tracts make ac- 
ceptable inclosures for any mailing. The 
American Tract Society, 21 West 46th St., 
New York 19, N. Y., offers samples of the 
following: _ 

They take your tie, belt and suspenders! 

30,000 per Day. 

Missing, Yet Saved. 

Our Freedom in Christ. (Reformation) 

To a New Convert. 
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It Happened at Camp. 

Not Good Enough for Heaven— 
Not Bad Enough for Hell. 

Safe for Childish Feet. 

Honestly! 


Growth in Spirit! 

We never become truly spiritual by sitting 
down and wishing to become so. You must 
undertake something so great that you cannot 
accomplish it unaided.—Phillips Brooks 


The Largest Life 


There is a beauty at the goal of life, 
A beauty growing since the world began, 
Through every age and race, through lapse and 
strife, 
Till the great human soul complete her span 
Beneath the waves of storm that lash and burn, 
The currents of blind passion that appall, 
To listen and keep watch till we discern 
The tide of sovereign truth that guides it all; 
So to address our spirits to the height, 
And so attune them to the valiant whole, 
That the great light be clearer for our light, 
And the great soul the stronger for our soul; 
To have done this is to have lived, though fame 
Remember us with no familiar name. 


—Archibald Lampman. 


Let Me Keep the Glow of Wonder 


Lord, let me keep the glow of wonder 
At the starry host’s unhurrying wheel. 
The drum-tapped tidings told by thunder, 
And the sea-bowl’s moonlight of molten steel, 


Give me, as now, to view hereafter 
A fairy’s flight on the fire-fly’s wing, 
And to hear the lift of elfin laughter 
In the bubbling mirth of a mountain spring. 


Grant me to guard that morning splendour 
That lighted on Eden undefiled, 

To walk in the garden among the tender 
Buds that dream in the heart of a child. 


—Author not known. 
Life 
Let me but live my life from year to year, 
With forward face and unreluctant soul; 
Not hurrying to, nor turning from, the goal; 
Not mourning for the things that disappear 


In the dim past, nor holding back in fear 
From what the future veils; but with a whole 
And happy heart, that pays its toll 


To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer. 


So let the way wind up the hill or down, 
O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy: 
Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 
New friendship, high adventure, and a crown, 
My heart will keep the courage of the quest, 
And hope the road’s last turn will be the best. 


—Henry van Dyke. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


This Is It! 
“The hour is come... .” John 17:1. 

Most of us have heard the radio program, 
where the announcer says, “Time marches on!” 
and although we know what he means, we 
also know that many times time seems to stand 
still, and at other times things move so fast 
that we doubt our ability to keep up to the 
schedule. No, time doesn’t march. 

If it were true that “Time Marches On!” 
life would be much more simple for most of 
us, because we could get ready for the 
MARCH, see it through for a spell, then get 
ready for the next time. When we study the 
life of Jesus, we know that he lived a very 
quiet life, in a small village, the son of a 
carpenter, and a carpenter himself, until he was 
30-years old. Then, suddenly, things changed 
for him, because he came to live on this 
earth to teach men about God, his Father. 
After giving his life to teach men about God, 
and his love for them, he went back to the 
Father. Jesus did all these things in a very 
short time, about 3-years, although we know 
that he was preparing for these 3 years all_ 
through the other 30-years. 

We, too, spend many hours, many weeks 
and even years preparing for the things we 
expect to do,—going to school to learn how to 
read and write, how to use figures, about 
history, geography, and we sometimes wonder \ 
if it is all necessary; at home, as we learn to 
talk, walk, dress ourselves, we learn many 
other things,—how to take care of things, to 
be kind and considerate of others, to tell the 
truth, to obey the law, even after we have 
started. to school; also, we learn about the love 
of God, to begin with through the love of 
our parents, brothers and sisters, playmates. 
But, it does not take long before we under- 
stand that he have our own special interests, | 
we can do some things well, and other things 
we can’t do, and don’t want to do, yet, we 
are told to do them whether we like them 
or not, because a time will come when we have 
to face a test, an examination, and we must 
be prepared for it, or we don’t pass, and this 
would make our personal problems into some- 
thing we might not like to face. Most of the 
things in life, even as children, with which. 
we come face to face and have to make a 
decision don’t require examinations, but thal 
are tests, nevertheless, whether in school, on 
the playground, or in the home. 

Now, preparing for any test, regardless of 
what it is, means long and careful training 


b 
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0 that we do the right thing as a matter of 
abit, and do not lose our heads and go off in 
he wrong direction. Many of the real tests 
n our lives come too suddenly for any plan- 
ung, and unless we have learned how to get 
long with others; how to accept defeat; how 
0 accept winning over others; how to accept 
nisfortune, such as accidents, death in the 
amily, giving up cherished dreams to answer 
. call to duty; unless we have learned these 
hings so they are habits, we fail in the test, 
ecause there is rarely any time for prepara- 
ion when such things come. We know that 
‘this is it!” when we are faced with it, and 
we have to know right then what is best for 
is to do. Rarely do we have time to do much 
hinking at such a time; we just make our 
lecisions; whether right or wrong depends 
upon our training, especially training in rela- 
ion to others, in relation to God, in relation 
© our own thought of the blessings God has 
showered on us. Jesus faced such a test in 
uis life; he knew what he was sent here to 
do, and his long years of training for just 
such a test made it possible for him to say, 
‘“. . . not my will but thine be done.” We, 
00, must be ready to face tests of many kinds. 
What will our answer be, when we are sud- 
dJenly faced with real tests?—Garfield Wade 
(adapted) 


Sky Adventure 


Talk of Piloting planes through the skies 
yas become commonplace to most youngsters, 
is has riding in planes from one point to 
nother. Riding above the clouds is just 
nother way of travelling, and that’s that. 
Many of us have kits for putting small planes 
ogether; they are toys of course but they help 
1s to become accustomed to thinking of travel 
n the sky. The constant talk about “‘space- 
ships” and trips to Mars, or the Moon, have 
nade many of us think this is being done, or 
will be done most anytime. ; 


Few of us take time to think what flying 
through the air in any manner really requires, 
ind how much depends upon the pilot, the 
ravigator, the other people who take us into 
he air, and bring us down safely at another 
s0int, sometimes thousands of miles away. Let 
1s remember, it doesn’t just happen that way. 
R. Oswald Davies, Leicester, England, wrote 
ome things about air-men that we should 
emember and think about. He told about 
|. A. Mollison crossing the Atlantic from east 
‘o west, the first airmen to do this, many years 
.go, and what an impossible undertaking it 
seemed to be at the time. Mollison had just 
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a small plane, and could carry a limited supply 
of gasoline. Since he was crossing the ocean, 
2,600 miles away, he could not take any 
chance of making a mistake, because there was 
no place to land safely. 

This intrepid airman had to be sure he was 
flying the right course, if he wanted to reach 
a safe place to land after crossing the Atlantic. 
Here is something for us to think about. If 
he lost his way, and ran out of gas, it would 
be fatal, so he had to know where he was 
going. But how could he know, because there 
was no land, no mountains, no rivers, to help 
guide him,—yet it was necessary that he chart 
his flying course to a specific point, where he 
planned to land. 

Somehow this reminds us very forcefully of 
our daily lives, how necessary it is for us to 
know where we are going, and why, so that 
we shall not make a great mistake in our 
course some day, and find ourselves many miles 
away from the place where we want to go. 
If we lose our way along the road of life, 
no matter how earnestly our parents and 
teachers may try to help us keep to the right 
course, we ourselves pay the price for getting 
off the course. We may think we can go back 
and start over again, but it does not work out 
that way; yes, we may have the courage to 
turn back to the right course, when we are 
aware of our mistakes, but it is a long, long 
way back to the point where we got off the 
‘course, and we would find many more obstacles 
in the way, than we would have found by 
keeping on the right course. 

Jesus knew this, as his parents and teachers 
knew it; Jesus knew that to grow up into a 
good and worthy man, he would have to live 
according to the rules of great and good men 
who had gone before, and found the way 
which took them where they wanted to be, 
without losing their way and facing the great 
danger of never reaching their goal. 

To reach a specific goal or “landing-place” 
on any journey, we must know the way, and 
keep on the course. Of course, like all fliers, 
there may be much blind-flying; that is we 
must keep going, even if there is fog, dark 
hours with only dimly-shining stars, storms, 
and danger below and~around us. During 
those hours, we raise our hearts to God in 
prayer, asking Him to keep us on the right 
course, knowing that His love never fails us, 
and in this way we learn gradually to depend 
on His love and guidance, whether there is 
danger or not. Everyone who learns to depend’ 
upon God as a guide along life's way will 
reach the goal safely. Let us never forget that. 
(Isa. 14:14 Moffatt) 
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Text: John 13:35. 


N | OT long ago I made a cross-country air- 
line trip, and I soon discovered that each 


airline had its own, distinctive dress for 
its personnel. It was not at all difficult to 
identify the pilots and stewards of one line 
from another, for I soon learned the color 
combinations of the uniforms. 

We likewise find it easy to distinguish 
between the branches of the armed forces by 
the uniforms and insignia. In the same vein, 
it is a simple matter (for some, at least) to 
determine whether a lady is wearing the “uni- 
form of the season.” The “new look’, or the 
“Paris look’, soon become the distinguishing 
mark of up-to-date ladies. 

In the past Christians have been distinguished 
from their fellow-men by different insignia or 
dress. In the earliest days of the Church, when 


it was unlawful and dangerous to be known- 


as a follower of Christ, the devoted disciples 
recognized one another by the sign of a fish, 
and later by the sign of the cross. Later, it was 
a peculiar dress that distinguished them. But 
in this Gospel according to John, Jesus gives 
us the only sign by which Christians are to 
be distinguished from non-Christians: “By this 
all men will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 

We note immediately that this is a new kind 
of love of which Christ is speaking. Formerly 
he had spoken of love to God, with all our 
minds, hearts and strength. He had followed 
that with a command to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. But here He is speaking of love 
between Christians, between members of the 
brotherhood, for Christ’s sake. It is new because 
“the love of Christ’s friends for Christ’s sake 
was a new thing in the world.” In what does 
this new love consist? What characterizes it 
as the insignia of the Christian? That can 
best be answered by the phrase Christ Himself 
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used, in speaking of this new commandment: 
‘Even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.” 

‘Even as I have loved you . . .’ How much 
did Christ love us? One of the best illustra- 
tions of the extent to which Christ loved us 
is found in the passage from,which these 
words are taken. As the disciples were going 
to the upper room they began discussing among — 
themselves who would be the greatest when 
Christ came into His kingdom. This discussion 
led to dissension and was continued during” 
the supper hour. . 

Now, it was the custom in that time, for_ 
the host to provide a servant with a basin of 
water and towel to wash the feet of the guests, 
because only sandals were worn and one’s 
feet became quite dusty and dirty from the 
roads and streets. There was no servant at 
this meal, for no one was the host in the. 
strict sense of the term. Therefore, one of the 
disciples should have taken it upon himself to 
perform this task. But to do so would have 
meant that he did not consider himself eligible 
for the office of the “greatest” in the kingdom. — 
Quite obviously, each disciple rated himself 
far above such a lowly estate. ; 

However, Jesus, in His hour of greatest glory 
and triumph, arose from the table, laid aside 
His outer cloak, took up a towel and girded 
Himself. He then poured water into a basin 
which was present forthe occasion and began 
to wash His disciples’ feet. Jesus, the Lord 
and Master, washing the feet of his own fol- 
lowers! Can you picture it? Simon Peter could 
not, for when Jesus came to him He said, with 
marked emotion, probably drawing his feet up 
under him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” He 
did not understand the Master’s actions. “What 
I am doing you do not know now, but after- 
ward you will understand.” Still he did not 
understand: ‘You shall never wash my feet.” 
This outspoken apostle was all-sincere in his 
remark. It was not in a spirit of dictation that 
he spoke to Jesus, but rather in a spirit of 
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ignorance. And then, when Christ explained 
to him that unless he allowed his feet to be 
washed he would have no part with his Master, 
then he understood and uttered that statement 
so characteristic of the man: ‘‘Lord, not my 
feet only but also my hands and my head!” 


So Christ washed His disciples’ feet. But 
did you ever stop to consider that He also 
washed the feet of Judas? Can you think of 
Jesus kneeling before the Traitor, deliberately 
humbling Himself before him. who was to 
betray Him in less than twelve hours, for 
thirty pieces of silver? Think about it. 

To this extent Jesus loved us, even to 
humbling Himself before men. He, the Son 
of God, took upon Himself the form of a 
man, and lived among those whom He called 
“My brethren.” To this extent we also ought 
to love one another, for by this shall all know 
that we are His disciples. It is only as we 
humble ourselves before our fellow-Christians 
that we begin to reveal the insignia that 
distinguishes us as one of His. 

The application of this can best be made 
individually and to ourselves. We each know 
where we have failed. Too often we have been 


as the disciples, wondering, not so much “will 


there be any stars in our crown,” but rather 
“how many stars will there be in our crown.” 
Far too often we have placed ourselves first, 
which is the best assurance, in Christ’s own 
words, that we shall be last. “By this all men 
will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another,’—if you have an 
humble love for one another. 


“Even as I have loved you ... .”” How much 
did Christ love us? He loved us to the extent 
that He left His heavenly throne and came 
down to dwell among men. He came down to 
live with them, to teach them the things which 
are of God, to heal the sick and raise the dead. 
He suffered the mental agony of seeing unbe- 
lieving men continue in their sin and unbelief. 
But that is only part of the answer, only a very 
small part. How much did Christ love us? He 
loved us to the extent of carrying a cross to 
Golgotha. He loved us so that He was willing 
to hang as a common thief. He loved us enough 
to journey from heavenly glory to die the most 
shameful death known in the Roman Empire. 

“Even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.” Did Christ mean that we are to 
love to the extent of sacrificing ourselves as He 
did? ‘‘Even as I have loved you. .. .” Yes, 
we are to love sacrificially. It should not be 
difficult to think of illustrations to make this 
clear. Only a few years ago and even today, 
hundreds of thousands of our fathers, hus- 
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bands, sons and sweethearts were living in such 
a spirit, willing to sacrifice their lives for those 
whom they loved and the principles and ideals 
which they held dear. It is illustrated in the 
field of medical and scientific research. 

We, on the home front, in the common, 
ordinary affairs of life, are expected to live in 
the self-same sacrificial spirit. Yet, it is not the 
same, for it is higher and deeper and broader— 
it is the spirit of Christian love in sacrifice. It 
is often far more difficult to live in the spirit 
of such love in the ordinary run of life than 
it is to die sacrificially in the heat of battle. 
There is usually a more severe test of our love 
in the home and at the work bench than behind 
a gun. Percy Ainsworth has three lines of 
poetry which state this adequately: 


‘’Tis as hard at duty’s call 
To lay one’s life down day by day 
As to lay it,down once for all.” 


Jesus had told His disciples that where He 
was going they could not follow, and then He 
gave them this new commandment of love. 
Peter remembered that prior statement and 
questioned his Lord as to His destination. Once 
more Christ tells him that he cannot follow. 
But Peter insists: ‘Lord, why cannot I follow 
you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
“Will you lay down your life for me?” Will 
you be willing to give up your own strong, 
vital life for and with your Master, Peter? 

In a sense he was willing, for there in the 
Garden a little later he drew his sword, pre- 
pared to defend his Christ to the bitter end. 
But on the other hand he was not willing to 
live and love sacrificially. When the servant 
girl taunted him with the statement, ‘You also 
were with the Nazarene, Jesus,” Peter replied, 
“IT neither know nor understand what you 
mean.” But he had said just a few hours bef al 
“I will lay down my life for you.” The maid 
pacar “This man is one of them.” Again, 

e denied it. And yet—‘I will lay down my 
life for you.” Then, one of the bystanders 
said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of 
them; for you are a Galilean.” This time 
Peter began to invoke a curse on himself and to 
swear. “I do not know this man of whom 
you speak.” And yet—“I will lay down my 
life for you.” 

__ How much harder it is to love sacrificially 
when the petty annoying temptations of ordi- 
nary life arise. Very, very few of us will gir ve 
our lives in a premature, sacrificial death. But 
that is unimportant. What is important is this: 
that we live in a spirit of ene love. 

There is ancient legend of the old age of 

John, the Beloved Disciple. The younge 
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friends of the apostle were wearied by his 
constant repitition of the words, ‘‘Little chil- 
dren, love one another,” which was all he 
said when he was carried into their assemblies. 
They asked him why he always said this. 
“Because,” he replied, “it is the Lord’s com- 
mandment; and if it only be fulfilled, it is 
enough.” 

Christ said, ‘“A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another; even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.” 
How much did Christ love us? He loved us 
in a spirit of humility, to the extent of for- 
saking His heavenly home for a carpenter's 
cottage. How much did He love us? He loved 
us in a spirit of sacrifice, to the extent of 
dying on a cross on Calvary for you and for 
me, and for the whole world. “By this all 
men will know that you ate my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” Do all men 
know that we are His disciples? 


Knowing and Doing 
BY RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


‘If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them.”’—John 13:17. ; 


ELIGION has been defined as the soul’s 
R response to the revelation by which ‘it is 
illumined, kindled and moved. 

There are some for whom religion stops at 
the first stage. They are satisfied when they 
are illumined and so they believe in Christ 
historically. Others regard religion merely in 
the emotional sense. But the only effective 
Christian is the one who puts into daily 
practice the things he knows and feels. 

Mrs. Browning writes of Cavour, “The man 
who meditated and made Italy.” The words 
meditated and made are suggestive. They sug- 
gest such complimentary words as: communion 
and communication, dreaming and endeavor, 
et ea and practice, praying and voting, 
aith and works, vision and task. 

We must take Christianity out of moth balls 
and give its precepts and examples breath of 
life. We must take creedal statements and 
doctrinal systems out of mossy traditionalism 
and endow them with heart-throbs and pulse- 
beats of personal initiative and daring adven- 
ture. We must take what we know, that which 
has quickened us, out on Main Street and test 
it in the civic and social contacts, on the 
political platform and in school program, so 
that, in the words of Vachel Lindsey, ‘'The 
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soul of the city may receive the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Life cannot be pigeon-holed. Business here, 
politics there, amusements in other places. We 
cannot divide life into fragments, labeling one 
religion, another business, another politics and 
then insist that religion must not interfere with 
any of these or any of these interfere with 
religion. The very nature of the Christian 
religion is such that it cannot be kept under 
cover. The command is, ‘‘Go ye into the high- 
ways and byways and preach the Gospel.”— 
to everybody, everywhere. 

How true it is that “We are not here to 
play or dream or drift,” because “we have hard 
work to do and loads to lift.” 

The three forms which religion has historic- 
ally taken, corresponds to the three elements of 
human nature. The speculative form of faith 
is represented by the theologians and 
philosophers who are mainly interested in a 
religion of the head. The ritual type is repre- 
sented by the priests who are mainly interested” 
in a religion of the heart. The legal form is 
representéd by the scribes who are mainly 
interested in a religion of the hand. It is our 
boast that Christianity is greater than any of 
these, in that it is at once a system of thought, - 
a ritual of worship and a ministry of action. 
Christianity challenges the ead, heart, and 
hand. : 
It is said that “Between the theory of art 
and the beginning of art there is a fatal 
interval.” Between knowing and feeling what 
one ought to do, and doing what one knows 
to be right, all success and failure lie. We may 
know what is true, but it is another thing to 
put truth into life. A minister_advertises his 
sermon subject, “Applied Christianity.’’ In 
the light of the New Testament, there can be 
no other kind. t 

Discipleship is more than intellectual assent 
or emotional approval. You may easily learn 
the difference between the man who has really 
travelled the world over and the man who has 
only read Stoddard’s Lectures. Some persons are. 
devoted to a doctrine. Others are devoted to 
a creed. Still others are devoted to a sacra- 
ment. But Christianity is more than these. 
Christianity makes dry bones live. It clothes 
the skeleton work of creedal forms and doc- 
trinal statements with flesh and tissue. The 
summary of the Divine Revelation in Christ 
Jesus is, ‘The word became flesh and dwelt 
among men.” | 

Christianity has a Bible, but it is more than 
a set of books, sacred as they may be. It takes 
the men and women of the Bible out of their 
ancient setting and holds them up for contem- 
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porary men and women to regard for exampl 
and emulation. The story of Jonah and th 
Whale is interesting but it is more than a bi, 
fish story. This narrative has pith and poin 
for moderns and reminds them of the traged 
of disobeying the commands of God. A drasti 
happening when God’s will and purpose ar 
not taken seriously. Christianity is more that 
an argument between schools of thought. I 
is a demonstration how the world may worl 
out its destiny. Our pulpits are the places fron 
whence we proclaim that every man an 
woman, like Moses, may have a burning bush 
Our Scriptures are very old, yet they are ver 
modern. They deal in exciting futures fo 
all mankind. They are a call to adventurou: 
discipleship to all and sundry, who, like Abra 
ham, venture forth by faith. 


There may be many things in the Bible we 
do not understand. The point, however, is that 
there are many things in the Bible we car 
understand. Mark Twain used to say he was 
not troubled by the things in the Bible he 
did not understand, but he was concerned by 
the things in the Bible he understood per- 
fectly. The Great Commission, the Ten Com- 
mandments and the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan should be no dilemma for the 
average mind. 

Imagine a person saying, “I believe in 
honesty but I never pay my bills;”’ or, “J 
believe in truth but I never tell it; or, “I 
believe in taxes but I never pay them;’” or, 
“I believe in justice but I never practice it.” 
That would be the same as saying, “I believe 
in Jesus Christ but do not heed His teaching.” 
Christianity is a companionship, a fellowship, 
a partnership, with the Master. 

There are many problems vexing the cross- 
section of our life. Convention speakers ring 
the changes on this and that problem. The 
basic problem is, How are we going to get 
those who know what is right to do the right 
thing? Knowledge is not power. Not in 
religion or elsewhere. A sophist said it is. 
The only time knowledge is power is when 
it is put into action. When it is made opera- 
tive and reproductive in the life of the person 
who claims to possess the facts. oe 

Two men stood on the banks of a river, 
Both agreed there should be a bridge spanning 
the current. Only one of the two did any- 
thing about it. He organized a company, 
secured a franchise, built a bridge. The other 
did nothing save agree there should be a 
bridge. What is the difference between the 


_two men?. The idea? Both had it. The desire? 


It may have been equally strong in both. What 
did the man who realized the need and who 
> a 
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t the want have that the other did not 
sess? He had the will, the purpose, the 
mina, to see the thing through. He had 
powledge and feeling plus. 


Iwo men witness a heroic deed. Both are 
tilled by it. The first goes his way. Perhaps 
is a better man for what he has seen. Per- 
bos not. The second man also goes his way 
mand farther than that. He wants to share 
| experience. He cannot paint or draw; he 
mot a musician or an orator. But it happens 
can write. He writes what he saw. Preserves 
} experience in work, sends his manuscript 
an editor, and it is published. 


IIn what do these two men differ? Percep- 
mm? No. Appreciation? No. One had the 
we to translate his experience and the other 
H not. One man was educated and the other 
an was not, because education is never com- 
ste until it is putting into action what one 
vows. Education is more than the ability 
give a correct answer to an examination 
uestion. Many do that every year and receive 
eir diplomas and degrees. Yet the nation 
dly needs leadership. Education is not only 
1owing the science of mathematics. It is 
anslating arithmetic, alegbra, trigonometry 
id physics into bridges, railroads, power- 
yuses, state-roads, irrigation ditches and 
servoirs, and other engineering feats that 
ell progress. 
Education is more than the ability to recite 
e classics or to know who wrote this or that. 
is the ability to build on what has gone 
fore, structures of worth and value for 
ose who come after. 
Religion is more than being conversant with 
e great prophets and spiritual leaders. It 1s 
ing a prophet in one’s own time. It is being 
spiritual leader in one’s own sphere. 
“Are you going to spend your whole life 
ying ‘ought’ ?” asked George Bernard Shaw. 
Turn your ‘oughts’ into ‘shalls’, man!” 
Charles Kingsley said, “If you want the 
orld to know what Jesus Christ is like, let 
em see what He makes you like.” 
Henry Drummond said, ‘“‘The best evidence 
t Christianity is not the evidence but a 
iristian.”” 
Harold Begbie tells us about ‘“The Day That 
ranged the World.”’ For one day those who 
lieved in God lived as if their belief was 
honest one. ' 
All hail to the,man, who, tired of the pro 
d con of debate, stood up in meeting and 
ed, “Mr. Chairman, I move that we move 
> world.” 
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 .. Our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.’—I John 1:3, 


NE fact with which we are regularly 
() confronted is that the Church is mean- 

ingless to a great many people. They 
may recognize it as a beneficent force in 
society, but they feel no vital need of it in 
their own lives. Because they do not feel that 
the Church answers a need for them personally, 
they do not support it, and they do not attend 
the services of worship. 

The tragedy which grows out of this condi- 
tion is twofold. First, the particular church 
in the community fails to assume the power 
and proportion it should. A greater tragedy 1s 
that the persons who are indifferent to the 
church are denying themselves the greatest 
privilege given to man, the privilege of fellow- 
ship with God. 

The words of John’s Epistle state the truth: 
“Our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.” 

The joys of such a fellowship are very 
beautifully expressed in the beloved composi- 
tion. ‘“My God And I.” In a melodious setting, 
Austris Wihtol has described the sense of joy 
the Christian feels when he experiences fel- 
lowship with god. 


I 


My God and I go in the field together, 
We walk and talk as good friends should 
and do. 
We clasp our hands, our voices ring with 
laughter. 
My God and I walk through the meadow’s 
hue. 


Here is fellowship on the highest possible 
level. Here intimate relationship with the 
world’s Creator and Redeemer. What joy can 
be compared with this? 

One of our outstanding theologians, not long 
since, condemned this very musical composi- 
tion because of its indication that one could 
jest with the Almighty. Yet the Scripture 
nowhere informs us that we must be sober and 
glum in His presence. In fact, we are told 
to rejoice in the Lord! John’s letter surely 
does not indicate that this fellowship with God 
was mournful. We should enjoy our salvation, 
not endure it! In God’s presence one should 
be supremely, joyfully happy. 

It is such a fellowship which calls forth 
our greatest potentialities. We are not really 


New Bethlehem U. P. Church 
Aliquippa, Penna. 


The Expositor 


ing until we have responded to the highest 
ll which is extended to us. God issues the 
ll for us to relate ourselves to Him. 

‘We never are at our best until we are related 
‘something higher than ourselves. We go no 
sher than our ambitions. Unless we have a 
al which is on a level higher than that on 
nich we stand, we can never be raised to 
eater heights. Hitch your wagon to a star 
a trite phrase, but there is a great deal of 
uth in it. The Star of Bethlehem is the one 
ur which can lead men out of themselves into 
gher realms of living. 


II 


He tells me of the years that went before me, 
When heavenly plans were made for me to be; 
‘When all was but a dream of dim conception, 
To come to life, earth’s verdant glory see. 


In these days of turmoil we need the con- 
ction that there is some master plan behind 
tis world. Often we are tempted to view 
is as a helter-skelter universe, where things 
appen without rhyme or reason, where the 
ch grow richer and the poor grow poorer, 
here the evil prosper and the righteous are 
flicted, and that God, if He exists. at all, 

relaxing in some distant corner, uncon- 
srned about the problems of man. 


No doubt many within our group have enter- 
lined just such pessimistic ideas as that. Do 
ot think yourself unusual if you have, for 
ian, through the ages, has taken a bleak look 
t the world and its affairs. But the glorious 
ope, the heart-warming assurance, which 
hristianity brings to us is that such an out- 
ok is incorrect. This is a false interpretation 
f the universe, for it is not a world running, 
ke a driverless car, headlong into disaster. 
ather there is a Sovereign God yet on the 
1rone, working out His purpose in ways that 
re too wonderful for the grasp of finite 
uinds. 

A close fellowship with God assures us that 
re are part of a plan in the mind of a Loving 
ather. There were, even as this musical com- 
osition says, “heavenly plans” for each of. us. 
Jur being present on this earth does not sur- 
rise God! He has placed us here; there is a 
urpose in our existence. 

Even the wonderful plan of our redemption 
ras formed in the divine Mind centuries 
efore Calvary became a fact of history. Jesus 
*hrist was the Lamb slain from the foundation 
f the world. ‘““When all was but a dream of 
im conception” God was preparing for the 
slvation of our souls. Thus God is from ever- 
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is being ballyhooed on 
my favorite early broadcast. The listener either 
marvels at the temerity or laughs aloud at the 


“Flawless service’ 


nonsense. Is not the promise too large an 
order? 

Thoughtful servants of the public will not be 
convinced. The amount of silliness talked in 
the name of service passes all understanding. 
Those servants who are most faithful talk least 
about it. And those who pay lip-service do it 
great disservice. On the highest authority we 
assert that good and faithful service deserves 
the richest rewards. The world gets on fairly 
well with fidelity and does not delay its pro- 
gram until the flawless worker arrives. With- 
out waiting for the flawless servant to arrive 
the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund strives to 
improve its understanding of the policy-owner. 
Its interest does not end with the sale. Its 
branch offices and home base keep trying to 
help those who have placed their trust in the 
Fund. Prompt and dependable responses are 
made to letters. The Fund is only as far away 
from the minister as the nearest telephone. 

Ask those who have been longest in the 
Fund if you doubt its ability to serve its friends 
adequately. Nothing gives such a feeling of 
deep satisfaction as the way veterans of the 
cloth try to urge young ministers to take time 
by the forelock and invest heavily in Fund 
policies. ‘‘Friends for life’’ — the phrase 
means something more than a slogan to the 
Fund, for it describes a program and records 
an experience. 
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lasting to everlasting, and Christianity is from 
eternity to eternity. 


III 


My God and I will go for aye together, 

We'll walk and talk and jest as good friends do. 
This earth will pass and with-it common trifles, 
But God and I will go unendingly. 


We all have come face to face with the fact 
of life’s transitoriness. As the years pass we 
see this ‘‘transient dream’’ as a thing of piti- 
fully short duration. Amid the dead and dying, 
the passing and the temporary, our hearts cry 
out for something that will not die. Answering 
this longing of our hearts comes the assurance 
from God Himself: ‘The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth; but the word of our God shall 
stand forever.” 

The common trifles which seem so vital to 
us now will all pass away. Strange that we 
should be so unendingly concerned about those 
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things of this world which are as grass, and 
which will soon wither and die. How many 
there are who have no time for God, because 
every moment is taken up with the busy routine 
of life. Yet, all of these pursuits which lure 
us away from our God will fade into nothing- 
ness. 


There is a line which runs through my mind, 
though the author’s name I know not: “What 
you possess at the day of your dying will be 
found to belong to someone else; but what, 
you are will be yours forever.” 

It is a tragedy of life when men spend a 
lifetime amassing a fortune which they can 
enjoy for a brief span; but the soul is starved, 
though it, alone, moves into the world beyond. 

A Negro remarked to me one time that she 
could not understand why people in this world 
spend so much time and energy “‘a-gittin’ and 
a-scrapin’ ” and forget all the while about their 
souls. Then she added this observing gem: 
“When you is dead you stays dead a long 
time.” a 

Yes, eternity is a long time. What joy there 
is at the thought of going through eternity 
with a Saviour who has redeemed us from sin. 
“My God and I shall go unendingly.” What 
a blessed peace it should give our hearts to 
know that the grave does not separate us from 
our-Redeemer. In truth, death makes it pos- 
sible for us to stand in the full glory of His 
presence. It means not the end of the fellow- 
ship, but a deepening of the fellowship. The 
fellowship we have with God in Christ has no 
end, but endures throughout eternity. - 
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IV 


As I'll approach the portal high, 
“hen shall the voice of the watchman cry: 
TEnter, oh tired ones, saved by grace!” 

shall look up and see His face, _ 
We'll clasp our hands 
Dur voices ring with laughter, 
My God and I will go unendingly. 
‘The fellowship the Christian is privileged to 
joy with God, while on this earth, has 
finite limitations. The Eternal Companion, 
ough always near, is always unseen. Even 
2 most sensitive soul or the most vivid 
cagination is not granted a glimpse of the 
vely face of Christ. Thank God for the 
surance of a day when “‘we shall see Him 
He is.” In His blessed presence all the 
triers and limitations of the earthly fellow- 
ip will be removed. We shall look up and 
2 His face. 
‘The promise comes to us not through any 
erit of our own, for we are continually 
cuck by our unworthiness. We have the 
omise of this unending fellowship only 
cause we are saved by grace. There is reason 
us to have a deep joy in our hearts, for 
sus Christ has cleansed us from our sin, and 
ought us into fellowship with God. 

But mark this well: only those have such a 
ype, and such a promise, are truly the 
deemed of the Lord. Do you know Jesus 
hrist as your personal Saviour? Do you know 
your heart that He has cleansed you from 
| unrighteousness, and that by virtue of His 
crifice you will enjoy eternal fellowship with 
od ? 
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ive God the Best 

ext: Luke 9:62—“And Jesus said unto him, 
no man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 

During the days of the First World War, 
irico Caruso was asked if he would sing at 
concert, for the benefit of the soldiers. The 
airman of the committee who invited him 
id, “Of course, Mr. Caruso, as this is a 
arity affair, we would not expect you to do 


ur best. Your name will draw the crowd. - 


would suggest that you merely sing some 
ng requiring little strength or skill.” Caruso 
said to have drawn himself to full height 
d with vehemence declared, ‘Caruso never 
es less than his best.” 


There are altogether too many Christians 
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illustration. Every 
phase of the work is 
considered — inspira- 
tion, selection of the 
text, development, out- 
lining, accumulation of illustrations, etc., etc., 
all are handled clearly and explicitly. 

Ralph W. Sockman, James Gordon Gil- 
key, Roderick Bethune, Clarence Edward 
Macartney and John Short, are among the 
distinguished preachers who show you how 
they construct their praiseworthy sermons. 
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ready to give God less than their best. Fag 
ends of time and dregs of energy are too 
often thought fit for Him. The call to you 
and me is to lift high the cross, right where 
we stand. If we, too, would add lustrous pages 
to the pages of history, the sacrifice must be 
evident in our lives. As Ignatius of Antioch 
marched to Rome to be torn to bits by the 
lions, he threw his head back and said, ‘“‘Now 
I begin to be a disciple.” 


God’s All-Seeing Eye 
Text: Prov. 3:5-6—"Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways asknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” 
Those who have been in the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Station in New York City will remem- 
ber the seeing-eye doors that separate the train 
shed from the ticket and waiting rooms. It 
is not necessary to touch these doors to pass 
through them, for the seeing-eye marks your 
approach, when you are within about three feet 
of the doors, and opens them by means of 
photo-electricity. One becomes used to them 
and. approaches them without fear or doubt, 
assured, through experience, that they will open 
readily. 


In such a way the child of God can go 
forward in faith no matter what barriers seem 
to bar the way. Trust God. His all-seeing 
eye marks your every circumstance and need. 
If you will rest in the Lord, He who has gone 
this way before you will open the doors along 
the road far more surely than a photo-electric 
cell will operate. Be it a molehill or a moun- 
tain, it will be lifted up and cast into the sea 
for the man whose faith is in God. 


Hallowing God’s Name . 
Text: Matt. 6:9—‘Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.” 

One day during World War II, a detach- 
ment of American soldiers in Guadalcanal was 
startled to read the following announcement 
rae was posted at the entrance to their mess 

all: 

“American soldiers are requested please te 
be a little more careful in their choice of 
language, especially when natives are assisting 
them in unloading ships and trucks and in 
erecting abodes. . 

“American missionaries spent many years 
among us and taught us the use of clean 
speech. Every day, however, American soldiers 
use bad words, and the good your missionaries 
did in our midst is being undermined by you 
careless profanity.” = 

The notice was signed by a Polynesian chief 
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mousands of years ago, God Himself pub- 
hed a notice to all mankind, which reads: 
“hou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
y God in vain!” 


e Practice of the Sermon on the Mount 
xt: Matt. 7:21—"“Not every one that saith 
:anto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
‘kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
iwill of my Father which is in heaven.” 
JFrom Korea comes the story of a native who 
me into the study of a missionary one day 
cd said, “I have been memorizing some verses 
the Bible, and I thought I would come and 
cite them to you.” The missionary listened 
nile this convert repeated in Korean, without 
verbal error, the entire Sermon on the Mount. 
eeling that some practical advice might be 
Hpful the missionary said: “You have a 
rvellous memory to be able to repeat this 
mg passage without a mistake. However, if 
vu simply memorize it, it will do you no 
wod. You must practice it.” 
‘The Korean Christian smiled as he replied, 
hat’s the way I learned it.’’ Somewhat sur- 
rised, the missionary asked him what he 
eant, and he said, “I am only a stupid farmer, 
ud when I tried to memorize it the verses 
uldn’t stick. So I hit upon this plan. I 
emorized one verse and then went out and 
vactised that verse on my neighbors until I 
ud it; then I took the next verse and repeated 
+ process, and the experience has been such 
blessed one that I am determined to learn the 
tire Gospel of Matthew that way.” And he 
ed it! What a wonderful way to learn the 
ible! era eels 
uffer the Little Children 
ext: Matt. 19:14—“But Jesus said, Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

An interesting incident is recorded of Francis 
‘avier, the great Jesuit missionary. Once, on 
ome field of labor, where hundreds came with 


1eir needs, their questions, and their heart- 


ungers, he was worn almost to utter exhaus- 
on by days and nights of serving. At last 
e said to his attendant, “I must sleep, I must 
eep. If I do not, I shall die. If any one 
omes, whoever comes, waken me not. I must 
eep.” He then retired into his tent, and his 
ithful servant began his vigilant watch. It 
a not long, however, till a pallid face 
peared at the door. Xavier beckoned eagerly 
he watcher, and when he had hastened to 
im, he said in a solemn tone, as of one who 
ad seen a holy vision, “I made a mistake, I 
vade a mistake. If a little child comes, waken 
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Has God Forgotten US? 

Text: Isa. 1:3—The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider.” 


Some years ago a cartoonist for the Cin- 
cinnati Times-Star drew a cartoon which 
attracted wide attention. He pictured a ter: 
rible storm,-with forked lightning crashing 
from the sky. Civilization, a forlorn figure, 
with bedraggled hair, had thrown herself down 
upon the rocks, hiding her face in despair, and 
crying. “Has God forgotten us?” Old Father 
Time, writing his book of history near by. 
sagely replied, “No, He has not forgotter 
you, but you have been neglecting Him.” 

The truth of that cartoon is plainly evident, 
We pay dearly for our neglect of God and 
His righteousness. Our world will not get 
better until we have better people. And we 
can never have better people until we have a 
people whose hearts are open to receive the 
Lord. 


HOLY BIBLE. Revised Standard Version, Nelson 294 
pp. $6.00. 

Important events of 1952 in the religious category, 
include the publication on September 30th of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible. Of this memorable 
event, Dr. E. J. Goodspeed, himself a translator of a 
New Testament version, which appeared in 19238, and 
was later incorporated in The Complete Bible (an 
American translation), says: 

“In the whole history of religion there has never 
been such active interest in a better English Bible 
as there is today ... In 1611, in response: to an 
appeal from a Puritan leader, King James authorized 
a group of scholars to revise. the Bishops’ Bible, 
and they produced the famous King James Bible. 
And when in 1755 Samuel Johnson got out his 
English dictionary with only one way to spell each 
word, Prof. Blayney of Oxford took the King James 
Bible and revised all its spelling to agree with John- 
son—thousands of words. It is his Bible, with hardly 
a variation, that passes everywhere for the true 
King James Bible to this day. 

“Since then, manuscript discoveries have produced 
amazing results: partial manuscripts from the third 
century, especially the almost complete Chester Beatty 
papyrus of Paul’s Letters, have given evidence of 
great value. The English Revised Version of 1881-85 
was followed in America in 1901 by the American 
Standard Version. Meantime, hundreds of Greek 
papyrus documents, business and social, from N. T. 
times had been found in the sands of Egypt, written 
in non-literary, non-classical Greek, the language 
of the New Testament. This discovery, scholars 
agreed, put N. T. translation in a new perspective. 
For if the N. T. was written in the language of 
common, everyday life, why should it not be trans: 
lated into THAT KIND OF ENGLISH? That con- 
clusion, of course led to new translations—not mere 
revisions—in plain, modern English, both in England 
and America, the list of different translations of the 
N. T. rose from around 150 to fully 200. In. two 
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eases, Prof. Moffatt’s N. T. translation of 1913 
and now my own of 1923, were followed by rendi- 
Fions into modern English. In my own case, we 
vent on and translated the Apocrypha directly from 
che Greek into English, which never had been done 
oefore. 

“When in 1929 the copyright on the American 
Standard Version expired, the publishers turned it 
Over to the International Council of Religious Ed. rep- 
resenting most of the Protestant bodies in the U.S. A. 
A committee appointed to explore the need for 
further revision, and although there was. much dis- 
agreement among seasoned scholars about proced- 
ure, it was decided that revision was necessary. 


The making of the new version was authorized in 
1937.” Gowns and Heods 
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The Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an 
thorized reyision of the American Standard Version 
1901 and the King James Version of 1611, Embody- 
x» the best results of Biblical scholarship, this ver- 
mm, expressing the meaning of the Scriptures in 


wlish diction, designed for use in worship, pre- 

rves the simplicity and beauty of the King James aE Il malt d 
srsion. There are no changes in doctrine or funda- —— oltre eonar 

sntal concepts; inaccuracies and errors of the former 
rsions were corrected as more ancient manuscripts | ———aibany 1, New York——— 
came available. Words that have changed in mean- So eee ae 

x, therefore misleading, were replaced by the lan- 
age of today. 

The Revised Standard Version of the N. T. was 
blished February 11, 1946; the Revised Standard 


2rsi if the Ow Ty blished September 30, 1952, : 
Sag he oe spent 2 See 879 Me In THE JUDSON PASTOR’ 


d is included in this volume with the N. T. 


dition, it presents the parallelism and ‘verse struc- oth : E Caren 
re of Hebrew poetry with new clarity and beauty. OMUHUON Ci peerield 
iirty-two of the foremost Biblical scholars and teach- : 
S i ittee, 

s have taken part in the work of the Committee AND MOST REASONABLY PKCD 


Jed by 50 representatives of co-operating denomina- oe © Metal Bread 
ms for review and counsel as an Advisory Board. : Container 


COMPLETE * COMPACT ¢ PRACTI © Liquid-tight 
5 Glass Flagon 


© Aluminum 
JUR HOME CAN BE CHRISTIAN. Donald M. May- Bread Tray 
rd, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 160 pp. $2. 
This is a volume of 12 chapters ‘About Children,” 
lowed by an excellent list of ‘Suggestions for ee 
irther Reading” on Family Life, Husband-Wife Re- 


q iG * c in Adoles- Every essential for administering a simple service. 
jonships, Children in the Home, Cope 8 oNeu Fitted *in velveteen-lined Fabrikoid case. Smaller 
nts, Sex Education, The Family and Religion. s] 25 than a small book—4" x 7%" x 1%". Durably 

‘ s constructed for lifetime service. Ready for instant use. 


Individual chapters, such as “Understanding Why 
ildren Act As They Do,” “Physical Health and Per- COMPLETE 
ality,” “Social Adjustment and Discipline,” would THE JUDSON PRESS * 1703 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA 3, PA, 


ctober, 1952 Page 355 


make the book worthwhile; there are, however, many 


more practical suggestions than could be listed here, 
Parents who want help on “HOW to develop their 


children” will want this volume. 


THE UPWARD CALL, by Henry David Gray. Abing- 


don-Cokesbury, 95 pp. $1.25. 
This is a book difficult to evaluate. There are no 
vigorous criticisms to be voiced, and yet one can 


enthusiastic over it. The  sub-title 
states that it is a daily devotional study of Philippians 
for Youth, though all ages would profit by reading it. 

It must be said that the book does not lift itself 
above the average, and thus just another 
devotional guide, There are no keen insights, no pene- 
trating analyses, no startling new thoughts. One al- 
ways has the feeling that he has read all this before. 
And yet the thoughts, though obvious, are searching, 
and full of spiritual truth. The whole tone of the 
book is reverent, and it will be used with profit. 

An honest review should point out that the subtitle 
is somewhat misleading, though of course not so 


scarcely become 


becomes 


intended. A “daily” devotional guide- in a_ single 
volume naturally implies a year’s mediations, simply 
because it is customary. This book covers only a 


ry 


twelve week period.—W. G. Sherman. 


ANSWERING GOD’S CALL. Frank M. Kepner, Judson 


Press. 110 pp. $2. 

This is a volume of informal sermons, dealing with 
Life’s problems, by a man whose warm faith, and 
love for his fellows, won 1743 additions to the First 


Baptist Church, Pomona, California, in 10 years. Since 
1946, he has been executive Secretary of the Southern 
California Baptist Convention, where the staff has 
been increased and 25 new churches have been organ- 
ized. Dr. Kepner is the regular speaker on the Bap- 
tist Laymen'’s Hour, a radio program heard in 12 
states and the P. I, 


OUR CHURCH PLANS FOR ADULT EDUCATION, a 
Manual on Administration, by Idris W. Jones, Judson 
Press, 76 pp., paper binding, 75c. 

This booklet is just what the title implies, contains 
six chapters What Is Adult Education; An Ade- 
quate Program; How Much Organization Do We 
Need? The Sunday Church School; Other Educational 
Opportunities, which goes into detail on the Sunday 
Evening Forum and the Midweek Church Night Groups, 
Leadership Training, School of Missions, etc.;  Lead- 
ers That Lead, the final chapter includes Adult De- 
partment Superintendent, the Pianist, Teachers, Train- 
ing Leaders. This Manual will solve many problems 
if studied conscientiously and suggestions put into 
practice. 


A STUDY IN ST. MARK, by Austin Farrer. Oxford 
University Press, 406 pp. $5.50. 

In this searching study the author approaches the 
Gospel of Mark from the point of view that it is a 
cycle of accounts of healing miracles, and that these 
miracles are always symbolic, Farrer rejects the Papian 
tradition surrounding Marcan authorship. Says the 
author, “St. Mark had no written original, nor con- 
tinuous oral repetition even to guide him.” The 
Evangelist’s interpretation of Christian history is theo- 
logical, Farrer holds. The healing miracles form a pat- 
tern, and the Gospel moves steadily toward the central 
point, the passion and resurrection. “The use of the 
many healing miracles is to exhibit the richness and 
diversity of the one saving act...” 

Farrer states that though the Gospel is not con- 
cealed allegory it is studied symbolism. He points out 
that ‘all of the beneficiaries (of the healing miracles) 
are single persons.” He deals with the relationship 
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Levi and the Twelve to the healings Mark records, 
says, “It is possible that St. Mark gives a distinct 
al significance . . to the healings one by one.” 
rer regards the Lord’s healing mission as ‘ta heal- 
of the twelve-fold (or thirteen-fold) Israel.” Thus 
s he describe the consistent movement of the 
ern toward unity. 

his volume is not a commentary, but an attempt 
interpret the images which Mark used to describe 
mission of Christ. One often has the feeling, while 
jing this study, that Mark himself would be sur- 
ed at the symbolism contained in his Gospel 
rd.—W. Goddard Sherman. 
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Nevada Miller Whitwell. Standard. 216 pp. $2.00. 
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